
Soon, the 
leaves will 
begin to 
change and 
weõll turn 
around twice 
and it will be 
winter.  Letõs 
not be so 
quick, how-
ever, to 
a b a n d o n 

summer.  This summer was ex-
citing for TLN.  CEAõs Interna-
tional Conference was hosted in 
beautiful Denver, Colorado (plan 
now for next yearõs event in 
Madison, WI), we added a num-
ber of courses to our broadcast 
line-up and are in the process of 
adding more.  We brought you 
NICõs òGang Intelligenceó train-
ing, and so many more events, 
and we continue to provide you 

18 hours of programming each and 
every day.  On the horizon, we 
anticipate adding character educa-
tion, more financial literacy, ex-
panded ESL offerings,  and much 
more in staff and offender program-
ming.  As TLN launched COAõs Fall 
Semester, several new sites (over 
700 students!) began taking advan-
tage of our College of the Air post 
secondary courses through Milwau-
kee Area Technical College.  And, 
we want to provide so much more! 

 

TLN still remains the òbiggest bang 
for the buck,ó broadcasting over 
5400 hours of offender education 
and over 1400 hours of staff training 
each year.  How can we make so 
much available for only $1195?  
First, itõs òstrength in numbers,ó and 
The ONLY WAY we are able to 
keep the subscription fee at this 
reasonable price is if sites pay for 

their subscriptions in a timely 
m a n n e r . 
 
If you havenõt taken time to sub-
mit your 2008-2009 invoice to 
your business office, please do so 
now, and if you need a new in-
voice, please drop Annie Fergu-
s o n  a n  e m a i l  a t  
aferguson@ceanational.org or 
call me at 208-773-7866.  Weõll 
get it right out to you. 
Youõve heard that òevery vote 
counts?ó  Well, to the Trans-
forming Lives Network, EVERY 
SITE, EVERY SUBSCRIPTION 
COUNTS!  Please see your in-
v o i c e  t h r o u g h  t o d a y ! 
 
Thanks so much for your contin-
ued support.  So many more 
g rea t  th in gs  to  come! 
 

YOU are THE KEY to TLNõs Success! 
Anne Charles, TLN Project Director 

Breaking News!  

Youth Grants Amended with Passage of 

Higher Education Opportunity Act  

 

 

 

 

 

Congress has passed the Higher 

Education Act with significant 

changes to the Youth Grants 

provisions.  I have included lan-

guage from the official summary, 

published by the House Commit-

tee on 

Educat ion 

and La-

bor.   Basi-

cally, the 

age limit will change from 25 to 35 

years of age, and the years of eligi-

bility before release, from 5 to 
7.   There are also several smaller 

provisions that will be distributed 

later.   Additionally, Congress is 

mandating a study of post secon-

dary education in corrections.  I 

am sure that John Linton will be 

sending clarification sometime 

soon.   It looks like one of the 

most impor-

tant events at 

our next CEA 

L e a d e r s h i p 

Forum will be 

USDOE training on the new 

regulations.  I cannot tell you 

how long and hard so many of us 
have fought to get these changes 

and to make post secondary 

funds available for a larger range 

of inmates.   Thank all of you for 

y o u r  h e l p .               
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òBasically, the age limit will change 

from 25 to 35 years of age.ó 

Steve Steurer, Ph.D.  

CEA Exec. Director 

mailto:aferguson@ceanational.org
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Higher Education Act Signed  
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This year CEA was instrumental in two 

bills. It helped make the difference in the 

passage of the Second Chance Act.   Ala-

bama CEA members John Stewart and 

Susan McKee personally interceded with 

Senator Shelby to release the bill for the 

Senate vote, and it passed.   bill -- some-

thing that he is expected to do within a 

week or two.   Now all the work the CEA 

Executive Office and directors of correc-

tional education have done to amend 

Youth Grant limitations has been passed 

by the House and Senate in The Higher 

Education Opportunity Act: Expand-
ing College Access, Strengthening 

our Future .  And, on August 14,  Presi-
dent Bush signed the Here are the two 

s u m m a r y  p a r a g r a p h s : 

Higher Education Amendments of 

1 9 9 8  a n d  1 9 9 2 

The Conference agreement modifies 

the grants to states for workplace and 

community transition training for 

incarcerated youth offenders to al-

low programs to serve offenders 

under the age of 35 and who will be 

r e l e a s e d  w i t h i n  7  y e a r s . 

Issues in Higher Education 

The Conference agreement also in-

cludes studies that examine issues 

facing higher education, including 

post-graduation employment, minor-

ity-male achievement, bias in stan-

dardized testing, postsecondary edu-

cation in correctional systems, teach-

ing students with reading disabilities, 

and the capacity of nursing schools 

to  meet  cu rrent  demands. 

 

As more information becomes avail-

able, it will be released here, in the 

TLN Uplink as well as on the CEA 

website: http://www.ceanational.org 

and CEAõs News & Notes.   

Tech Tips by Scott  

S c o t t  M e s s i n a ,  T L N  T e c h  
With summer 

waning and fall 

just around the 

corner, now is a 

great time of year 

to ensure your 

satellite equip-

ment will be 

ready for the winter season. Be sure to 

check all cable connections between each 

piece of equipment for connectivity as well 

as weatherproofing. Covering each connec-

tion with a silicone sealant or enclosure can 

extend the life of the cable and connection. 

To keep the snow from building up on the 

dish, use spray on Teflon or opt to purchase 

a low cost dish heater device for a more 

p e r m a n e n t  s o l u t i o n . 

Coming Soon To TLN!  

National Reentry Roundtable  

Amelia Thompson, Project Admin. 
Prisoner Reentry Institute 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice 
 
An exciting partnership between John 
Jay College of Criminal Justice and The 
Urban Institute, and the Correctional 
Education Associationôs Transforming 
Lives Network has emerged out of the 
national Reentry Roundtable, From the 
Classroom to the Community: Exploring 
the Role of Education during Incarcera-
tion and Reentry. Convened by the Pris-
oner Reentry Institute at John Jay Col-
lege and The Urban Institute, a Wash-
ington, DC-based social policy think 
tank, the national Roundtable took place 
on March 31 and April 1, 2008 in New 
York City and brought together re-
searchers, policymakers, and practitio-
ners from the fields of education and 
criminal justice to tackle this important 
topic. TLN will broadcast a two-hour 
DVD that provides a glimpse into the 
Roundtable discussion.  
 

Jeremy Travis, the architect of the Re-
entry Roundtable and the President of 
John Jay College, facilitated the two-
day meeting and encouraged discus-
sion of the intersections of education, 
incarceration and reentry. Participants 
not only examined the need for and 
current state of correctional education, 
but they also offered promising pro-
grammatic and policy directions and 
discussed a range of education pro-
grams including Adult Basic Education, 
GED, vocational, and post-secondary 
both within correctional facilities and 
out in the community.  

 
In addition to national experts, atten-
dees welcomed Aik Boon Ng, Head of 
the Prison Education Branch and Prin-
cipal of the Kaki Bukit Centre Prison 

School for the Singapore Prison 
Service, who discussed Singaporeôs 
insistence on ñeducation first and 
prison secondò as a model for effec-
tive correctional education. In prepa-
ration for the Roundtable, seven 
academic papers were commis-
sioned, exploring a range of issues 
that weigh heavily on the future of 
correctional education. Topics of 
discussion included the use of tech-
nology within the correctional set-
ting, the link between correctional 
education and employment out-
comes, and the challenge of servic-
ing incarcerated juveniles and indi-
viduals with educational disabilities. 
The commissioned papers featured 
at the Roundtable are available at 
the Prisoner Reentry Instituteôs and 
The Urban Instituteôs websites: 
http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/
centersinstitutes/pri/publications.asp 
and http://www.urban.org/projects/
reentry-roundtable/
roundtable10.cfm.   
                          Continued on p. 3  

ò...now is a great time to ensure your 

satellite equipment will be ready for winter.ó 

http://www.ceanational.org
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Ed Johnson, TLN Uplink Engineer 

You may have 
heard about 
the move to 
digital televi-
sion (DTV) 
that is coming 
on February 
17, 2009.  How 
does this affect 

the Transforming Lives Network?  Stated 
simply, it doesn't.  The television set and 
satellite receiver that you are currently 
using to receive the Transforming Lives 
Network will continue to work. 
Several years ago the Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) mandated that 
all terrestrial over-the-air television sta-
tions must broadcast their signals in a 
digital format only.  This mandate only 
affects your local VHF and UHF TV sta-
tions (i.e. Channels 2 through 13 and 
Channels 14 through 83).  The purpose of 
the mandate was to provide for the trans-
mission of High Definition Television 
which has much more visual resolution 
than the current system.  There are other 
benefits of DTV as well, which are dis-
cussed further below for those "techies" 
w h o  w a n t  t o  k n o w  m o r e . 
 
You don't necessarily have to buy a new 
TV.  If the analog TV set that you now 
have is connected to a satellite receiver 
such as the TLN network receiver, a 
DirecTV receiver, a Dish Network re-
ceiver, or your local cable system set-top 
box, your TV set will continue to serve 

you well. 

However, analog TVs will need additional 
equipment to receive over-the-air televi-
sion when the DTV transition ends on 
February 17, 2009.  Consumers who rely 
on antennas (including outside antennas 
and "rabbit ears") to receive over-the-air 
broadcast signals on TV sets having only 
analog tuners will need to obtain sepa-
rate digital-to-analog set-top converter 
boxes to watch over-the-air TV.  These 
boxes receive digital signals and convert 
them into analog format for display on 
analog TVs.  Analog sets connected to 
such converter boxes will display digital 
broadcasts, but not necessarily 

in the full, original digital quality. 

To aid consumers financially in 
the transition to DTV, the FCC 
created a TV Converter Box 
Program.  The program will 
allow you to obtain up to two 
coupons per household for use 
with your analog TV(s).  These 
coupons are worth $40 each 
towards the purchase of a con-
verter box.  Most converter 
boxes on the market now sell 
for between $40 and $75 each.  
To learn more about the TV 
Converter Box Program, go to 
https://www.dtv2009.gov/ or phone 1-

888-388-2009. 

As a result of the mandate, TV stations 
serving all markets in the United States 
are currently airing digital television pro-

gramming today, along with their analog 
signals (simultaneous broadcasts).  The 
analog signals however, will cease to be 
broadcast in accordance with the man-
date on February 17, 2009.  At that 
point, full-power TV stations will cease 
broadcasting on their current analog 
channels, and the spectrum they used 
for analog broadcasting will be reclaimed 

and put to other uses. 

The Commission's mandate also speci-

fied that as of March 1, 2007, all new 

TVs must include digital tuners.  This 
rule prohibits the manufacture, import, 

or interstate shipment of any device 

containing an analog tuner, unless it also 

contains a digital tuner.   

Continued on p. 6 

 

Using Your Incarcerated Youthful Offender Funds  

Cindy Borden & Penny Richardson  

Northstar Correctional Education Services 

 Having trouble finding allowable ex-

penses for your Incarcerated Youth 

Offender grant funds?  Turning unused 

dollars back to the Federal Govern-

ment every September?  Looking for 

an expansion from vocational 

p r o g r a m m i n g ?       

TLNõs College of the Air offers an 

excellent solution to your IYO pro-

gramming.  Eligible students take 
courses via satellite from Milwaukee 

Area Technical College (MATC).  Six 

or seven courses are available every 

semester for the competitive tuition rate of 

$325 per three-credit course.  As the grant 

guidance clearly states é to assist and en-

courage incarcerated youths to acquire func-

tional literacy, life, and job skillséthrough the 

pursuit of a postsecondary education certifi-

cate, or an associate of arts or bachelor's 

degree while in prisoné  

         TLNõs College of the Air offers 

three 22-credit certificates culmi-

nating in an Associate of Arts de-

gree.  Recording programming 

from the satellite makes it even 

more convenient for student ac-

cess.  Offenders can take courses 

using individual DVD players or in 

scheduled groups.   The IYO grant 

requires that funds be used for 

direct instruction and related 

s e r v i c e s .                          

 

Through TLNõs College of the Air, 

IYO dollars are paid directly to 

MATC for student tuition. 

Look no further for a solution to 

your IYO woes!  Current course sched-

ules and registration procedures are 

available at http:/ /coa.matc.edu 

 

Cindy Borden and Penny Richardson 

TLN uplink at ABS-CBNI in Richmond, CA 

http://coa.matc.edu/


Programmatic Questions? 
Anne Charles  acharles@ceanational.org 
TLN Project Director 208-773-7866 (direct) 
   800-783-1232, ext. 16 

 

Invoicing Questions? New Subscription? 
Annie Ferguson  aferguson@ceanational.org 
Marketing Consultant 208-209-3626 (direct) 
   800-783-1232, ext. 17 

 

Technical Issues? 
Scott Messina  acharles@ceanational.org 

Technician  208-773-7866 (direct) 

TLN Website:  http://tln.ceanational.org 

Correctional Education Association 

8182 Lark Brown Road 

Suite 202 

Elkridge, MD 21075 

Phone: 800-783-1232 

Fax: 443-459-3088 

TLN  

TRANSFORMING LIVES 

Weõre on the web  

www.ceanational.org 

Continued from p. 3  

Despite this prohibition on manufacture and 
shipment, retailers may continue to sell ana-
log-only devices from existing inventory.  .  
As a result, at the point of sale, many con-
sumers  may not be aware that this equip-
ment will  not be able to  receive over-the-
air-television signals after February 17, 2009. 

Now here's the techie stuff: 

Each DTV channel is permitted to be broad-
cast at a data rate up to 19 megabits per 
second, or 2.375 megabytes per second. 
However, the broadcaster does not need to 
use this entire bandwidth for just one broad-
cast channel.  Instead the broadcast can be 
subdivided across several video subchannels 
of varying quality and compression rates, 

including non-video datacasting services that 
allow one-way high-bandwidth streaming of 

data to computers. 

A broadcaster may opt to use a standard-
definition digital signal instead of an HDTV 
signal, because current convention allows 
the bandwidth of a DTV channel (or 
"multiplex") to be subdivided into multiple 
subchannels, providing multiple feeds of 
entirely different programming on the same 
channel.  This ability to provide either a 
single HDTV feed or multiple lower-
resolution feeds is often referred to as dis-
tributing one's "bit budget" or multicasting.  
This can sometimes be arranged automati-
cally, using a statistical multiplexer (or "stat-
mux").  With some implementations, image 
resolution may be less directly limited by 
bandwidth; for example in DVB-T, broad-
casters can choose from several different 
modulation schemes, giving them the option 
to reduce the transmission bitrate and make 
reception easier for more distant or mobile 

viewers. 

For more in depth technical information, 

Wikipedia has an excellent article at http://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_television . 

 

See You There!  

 
10/19 - 10/22 

IACTP  

Tempe, AZ  

 

10/21- 10/22 

CEA - Region 6   

Vancouver, WA  

 

10/22 - 10/24 

CEA - Region 2   

Ocean City, MD  

 

10/26 - 10/29 

Women Working in Corrections  

Des Moines, IA  

 

11/16 - 11/18 

CEA Region 7  

Costa Mesa, CA  

Contact us!  

TLN Staff Directory  

TLN Uplink Staff  

Editor   Anne Charles 

Layout   Kiara Wilson 

Contributors : Cindy Borden, Anne Charles, John Holt, Ed Johnson, Scott 

Messina, Penny Richardson. Steve Steurer,  Amelia Thompson 

òYou may have heard about the move to digital 

television (DTV) that is coming on February 17, 

2009.  How does this affect the Transforming 

Lives Network?  Stated simply, it doesn't. ò  

Coming Soon on TLN!  

NIC  

Women & the Workforce       9/24ñ9/25 

AMC  

MRSA & HIV       10/22 

NIC  

Recruiting and Retraining Corrections Personnel  11/19 
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